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Synopsis

America’s foremost expert on criminal profiling provides his uniquely gripping analysis of seven of
the most notorious murder cases in the history of crime -- from the Whitechapel murders to
JonBenet Ramsey -- often contradicting conventional wisdom and legal decisions. Jack the Ripper.
Lizzie Borden. The Zodiac Killer. Certain homicide cases maintain an undeniable, almost mystical
hold on the public imagination. They touch a nerve deep within us because of the personalities
involved, their senseless depravity, the nagging doubts about whether justice was done, or
because, in some instances, no suspect has ever been identified or caught. In The Cases That
Haunt Us, twenty-five-year-FBI-veteran John Douglas, profiling pioneer and master of modern
criminal investigative analysis, and author and filmmaker Mark Olshaker, the team behind the
bestselling Mindhunter series, explore the tantalizing mysteries that both their legions of fans and
law enforcement professionals ask about most. Among the questions they tackle: Was Jack the
Ripper actually the Duke of Clarence, eldest grandson of Queen Victoria, or perhaps a practicing
medical doctor? And did highly placed individuals within Scotland Yard have a good idea of the
Ripper’s identity, which they never revealed? Douglas and Olshaker create a detailed profile of the
killer, and reveal their chief suspect. Was Lizzie Borden truly innocent of the murder of her father
and stepmother as the Fall River, Massachusetts, jury decided, or was she the one who took the ax
and delivered those infamous "whacks"? Through a minute-by-minute behavioral analysis of the
crime, the authors come to a convincing conclusion. Did Bruno Richard Hauptmann
single-handedly kidnap the baby son of Charles and Anne Morrow Lindbergh, the most famous
couple in the world, or was he an innocent man caught up and ultimately executed in a relentless
rush to judgment in the "crime of the century"? What kind of person could kill six-year-old JonBenet
Ramsey on Christmas night in her own home? Douglas was called in on the case shortly after the
horrifying murder, and his conclusions are hard-hitting and controversial. Why, in the face of the
majority of public, media, and law enforcement opinion, including former FBI colleagues, does
Douglas believe that John and Patricia Ramsey did not murder their daughter? And what is the
forensic and behavioral evidence he brings to bear to make his claim? Taking a fresh and
penetrating look at each case, the authors reexamine and reinterpret accepted facts and victimology
using modern profiling and the techniques of criminal analysis developed by Douglas within the FBI.
This book deconstructs the evidence and widely held beliefs surrounding each case and rebuilds

them -- with fascinating and haunting results.
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Customer Reviews

Not since his first work, MINDHUNTER, have | read a Douglas book this interesting. Mindhunter set
the pace for all the profiling narratives that followed. Although nobody does it better than Douglas,
his subsequent works were somewhat lacking because they did not grab the reader with the same
tenacity as his first novel. He takes a somewhat new direction with THE CASES THAT HAUNT US
and in turn a better book surfaces.In CASES THAT HAUNT US Douglas looks at some of the more
infamous murders of all time and adds his professional perspective. Whereas he can offer nothing
new (after all there have been thousands of books on Jack the Ripper for example), he does weigh
some of the more mentioned theories and shows their strenghts and more often than not, their
weaknesses. He picks some of the all time chilling real life horror stories....Jack the Ripper, The
Zodiac, The Boston Strangler, The Lindbergh Kidnapping, and even the infamous Jon Benet
Ramsey case. All the chapters are intriguing and well thought out. He does an outstanding job of
showing how some of the conventional thinking on these cases is flawed and in turn relays his
years of hands on experience in the field. Along the way, he peppers his views with recollections of
cases he has touched.The main point of controversy in this book in sure to be the Ramsey Killing. It
is no secret that Douglas was called in to offers his thoughts on this tragic event by the lawyers
representing the Ramseys. While | do not agree that he sold out as some would insist, | do question
his desire to hire himself out to the main suspects in this grisly event. (in all fairness to Douglas he
does contend that after the initial consultation fee he refused to accept further payment and even

paid for subsequent flights to Atlanta).



I've read most of John Douglas’ books, and most of the other books inspired by the work done in
the FBI's Behavioral Sciences unit. | have a deep respect for Douglas and his many colleagues
around the country who continue to work in law enforcement and are students of the criminal
mind."The Cases that Haunt Us" is, for the most part, a work that deserves as much accolade as
Douglas and Olshaker’s previous books. The historical perspective and fresh evaluative light shed
on such classic cases as Jack the Ripper and the Lindbergh kidnapping is fascinating and
invaluable. However, upon reading the final chapter, | was left with the nagging feeling that every
chapter in the book was a carefully calculated setup to prepare the reader for the final chapter,
where Douglas presents his findings and opinions on the JonBenet Ramsey murder case.l don’t
fault him for being unobjective. He admits that he was hired by the Ramseys’ lawyers to provide his
opinions on their possible guilt or innocence. He was not, as is often assumed by the public, hired to
provide a profile of the killer (he was never given access to the autopsy reports, crime scene photos,
physical evidence, etc., that would be necessary for a true profile). As with his style in the previous
chapters, he presents the facts of the case. But his chapter on JonBenet is hopelessly contaminated
by his own involvement with the family (none of the other high profile cases in the book involved him
personally). The result is a missive that reads like a cross between a rationalization and an apology.
Don’t get me wrong, Douglas presents his findings in a clear and very logical manner, and | don’t

disagree with his findings.

Jack the Ripper. Lizzie Borden. The Zodiac. Bruno Richard Hauptmann. The psycho who killed
JonBenet Ramsey. Crispin Glover. O.k., that last name doesn’t belong there, but the guy is so weird
| thought I'd throw him in for good measure. All of these folks (except for Crispin Glover), according
to former FBI profiler turned author John Douglas, share a common theme. One is murder, of
course, but the other is their involvement in criminal cases that continue to haunt the public
imagination. Plug in any one of the abovementioned names into a search engine and you'll
understand why the authors chose "The Cases That Haunt Us" as the title of the book. On one of
the most popular search engines JonBenet Ramsey brings up 780,000 returns. Jack the Ripper has
over two million, Zodiac a million and a half. While not all of these links directly relate to these
infamous cases, obviously, the numbers do show how these names have worked their way into the
popular consciousness. And that occurred, sadly, because the crimes documented in this book are
truly hideous, bone-chilling incidents of murder most foul that stand out even in a country as violent

as America.John Douglas is a familiar name to those of us who follow dastardly deeds. He once



worked as one of the premier criminal profilers at the FBI. Profiling is a cutting edge psychological
approach to fighting crime that attained national prominence thanks to the film "The Silence of the
Lambs". It’s also a lot older than the FBI. Profiling an unknown criminal in an attempt to catch him or
her stretches all the way back to the 19th century. But Douglas and his ilk updated the techniques
and have used them to catch many murderers. Clever killers who would never have been captured

are now sitting in prison thanks to profiling.
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